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SUBJECT: SOVIET V-E DAY CELEB ATIONS 

REF: STATE 069945 

I HAVE DISCUSSED QUESTION OF ATTENDANCE AT SOVIET V-E DAY 
CELEB ARATION WITH BRITISH AND FRENCH COLLEAGUES. BECAUSE 
OF PERIOD OF MOURNING DECLARED AT DEATH OF THE LATE 
STEPHEN A. TOLBERT, BOTH AMBASSADORS WILL NOT ATTEND NOR 
WILL THEY BE REPRESENTED AT LOWER LEVEL. UNLESS DEPT 
PERCEIVES OBJECTION I WOULD INTEND TO DO LIKEWISE, IN 
WHICH CASE I WOULD SEND PERSONAL NOTE TO SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
EXPLAINING REASON FOR NON-ATTENDANCE. PLEASE 
ADVISE BY PRIORITY TELEGRAM. 
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